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Exhibition 10 December 2011 - 31 January 2012 in the entrance hall of Carolina Rediviva 

The exhibition focused on two main themes: “The outdoors and the indoors” and “Bells and 

silences”. 

The outdoors and the indoors 

 

The content of the first display case, “The outdoors and the indoors”, use as their starting 

point the poems “The Indoors is Endless” and “Romanesque Arches” as well as two quotes 

from interviews held with Tomas Tranströmer a number of years ago: 

“The external experiences often correspond to the internal; the external steps inside me. The 

internal and external worlds are both just as real. The poetry is created in the room where 

they meet.” 

And one quote about Runmarö, an island in the Stockholm archipelago: 

“I have an idea that every person has a centre of gravity in a certain place. Like a ball that 

rolls around around until it finds the lowest point, where it can rest. For me, that place is 

here. When I stand on the jetty and look out over the water, I feel that this is my starting 

point.” 

On the gable ends, images from a Romanesque cathedral have been assembled. The 

background image of the display case consists of a collage of forest and archipelago 

photographs, hinting at the author’s links to the Stockholm archipelago, which is a recurrent 



subject in his poems. The author himself is sitting high up on a cliff (a photograph taken from 

the Library’s photograph collection), above him, birds are soaring, below him, beetles are 

crawling, behind him, trees grow as a link between heaven and earth, and all together they 

represent the poet/author’s double vision (“..at the same time mole and eagle”). 

Bells and silences 

 

Music and silence (“Language but no words”) is a leading theme in the display case “Bells 

and silences”. It contains the poems “Allegro” and “C major”, Håkan Parkman’s hand-written 

sheet music and silhouettes of the composers who are directly or indirectly included in Tomas 

Tranströmer’s poems. 

Both display cases show a selection of the Library’s books by and about Tomas Tranströmer, 

along with a selection of translations of his works. 

The exhibition was produced by: Mirka Bialecka and Ann-Sofi Cullhed, exhibition 

managers; Petra Wåhlin, scenography and graphic design and Lars Björdal, scenography and 

assembly. In the preparatory work, the Map and Image Unit, the Manuscript and Music Unit 

and the Repro Unit have also taken part. 

Bio-bibliography 
 

1931 –

   

Born on 15 April in Stockholm. He is the son of Helmy, née Westerberg, an 

elementary school teacher, and Gösta Tranströmer, editor. Since childhood, he has 

spent his summers on Runmarö in the Stockholm archipelago, which is reflected as a 

nature-lyrical theme in this poetry. From the age of 11 until 15, he collected insects, in 

particular beetles. Has piano lessons. 

http://www.ub.uu.se/samlingar/bilder/fotografier/


1950 – 

1956 

After completing his Higher School Certificate in 1950 at Södra Latins Gymnasium, 

he studied Literary History with Poetry, Religious History and Psychology at 

Stockholm University. His debut was in 1954 with 17 poems, which receives great 

attention. He was awarded FIB’s Poetry Prize two years later. Completed his Bachelor 

of Arts exam in 1956. 

1957 – 

1973 

Employed as an assistant at the Department of Psychometrics at Stockholm 

University. The next year, he entered into marriage with Monica Bladh. 1960 – 1966, 

active as a psychologist at the young offenders’ institution at Roxtuna outside 

Linköping. Publishes Secrets on the Way (1958), The Half-Finished Heaven (1962), 

Bells and Tracks (1966), Seeing in the Dark (1970) and Paths (1973), which all 

confirm his position among critics and other readers as one of the foremost poets of 

his generation. Awarded the Bellman Prize in 1966. 

1974 – 

1978 

Published the suite Baltics in 1974, with links to his native area of the Stockholm 

archipelago, and Truth Barriers in 1978. Awarded the Övralid Prize in 1978. 

1980 – 

1989 

Employed at the Labour Market Institute in Västerås. Awarded the Petrarca Prize in 

1981. Publishes The Wild Market Square (1983), The Blue House (1987) and For the 

Living and the Dead (1989).  

In 1983, Kjell Espmark publishes the first major study of Tranströmer’s authorship, 

Resans formler. En studie i Tomas Tranströmers poesi (The Journey’s Formulas. A 

Study of the Poetry of Tomas Tranströmer) The American doctoral dissertation The 

Sense of Time in the Poetry of Tomas Tranströmer is published in 1985. 

1990 – 

Suffers a stroke that largely removes his power of speech and leads to a right-sided 

paralysis.  

Awarded the Nordic Council’s Literature Prize and the Neustadt Prize in 1990.  

Several composers write piano music especially for the left hand, dedicated to Tomas 

Tranströmer, among them Christopher Whelen, Werner Wolf Glaser, Maurice 

Karkoff, Lennart Hedwall, Daniel Stagno and Tomas Winter.  

1993 

Publishes the memoir book Memories Look at Me, including memories from his 

childhood and youth in the 1930s and 40s. In this, he writes: “Within me, I carry my 

former faces, like a tree has its annual rings. It is the sum of them that is ‘me’. The 

mirror only sees my latest face, I feel all the previous ones.” 

1996 – 

2004 

With the most recent collections, The Sorrow Gondola (1996), Prison: Nine Haiku 

Poems from Hällby Young Offenders Institution (2001) and The Great Enigma (2004), 

he is moving towards a smaller format and an increasing degree of concentration.  

Awarded the August Prize in 1996.  

In 2001, is awarded the Grand Prize of Samfundet de Nio (The Nine Society) for the 

second time.  

The doctoral dissertation Koncentrationens konst (The Art of Concentration) by 

Niklas Schiöler is published in 1999. 

Air Mail: brev 1964-1990, correspondence with the American poet Robert Bly, is 

published (2001). Besides their correspondence, the two friends have also translated 

each other’s poems. 

2006  
His earliest published poems are gathered together and published in the volume 

Tomas Tranströmers ungdomsdikter (Tomas Tranströmer Poems from his Youth). 

2011 

The anthology Dikter och prosa 1954–2004 (Poems and Prose 1954–2004) is 

published. Staffan Bergsten publishes Tomas Tranströmer: ett diktarporträtt (Tomas 

Tranströmer: Portrait of a Poet).  

Tomas Tranströmer turns 80. Awarded the title of Professor by the Swedish 



Government, for a “unique authorship that has enriched both the Swedish language 

and world literature”. Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature with the citation: 

“because he gives us access to reality in condensed, illuminated images”.  

His poems are translated into more than sixty languages.  

(Sources: Swedish Academy, Dagens Nyheter, Svenska Dagbladet, Swedish National 

Encyclopaedia) 

  

  

 


